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INSIDE  N.l. 


MEMBERS HIP  CHAIRMAN'S  R E P 0 R T 


January  1985  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If.no  written  objections  are  received  by  March 
1,  1985,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 


2088- MT 

2089 - MT 

2090 - MT 

2091- MT 
2092 

2093- MT 

2094- MT 

2095 

2096 

2097 


John  Lewis,  8921  S.  Florence  Place,  Tulsa,  Okla.,  74137 
(Thailand  Coins  & Paper,  Cambodia  & Burma  Coins) 

William  J.  Franger,  P.  0.  Box  756,  South  Pasadena,  Calif.  91030 
(Dealer  in  Foreign  Gold  & Silver) 

Lance  Wetherill 

(Australia,  British  Commonwealth) 

Allan  Ramsey,  5813  N.W.  90th,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  73132 

Phil  Lampkin,  Jr.,  P.  0.  Box  15779,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45215 

Paul  R.  Seffens,  P.  0.  Drawer  17540,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76102 
(World  Types,  Austria,  South  America,  1926) 

Werner  F.  Pegg,  3040  San  Marcos  Drive,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76116 
(World  Wide) 

Jerry  Vanek,  211  Merrill,  #407,  Birmingham,  Michigan  48011 
William  C.  Tant,  6510  Hayes  Drive,  Riverdale,  Ga.  30274 
S.  K.  Hunsberger,  P.  0.  Box  908,  Goshen,  Ind.  46526 


Regular  Memberships  Converted  to  Life  Memberships: 


LM-76 

LM-77 

LM-78 

LM-79 

LM-99 

LM-FND 


Stuart  T.  Eisen,  c/o  Boyce  & Lewis,  10400  Old  Georgetown  Road, 
Bethesda,  Md.  20014 

(British  India  Before  1840,  Ceylon,  Pula  Penang,  Sumatra, 
British  Java) 

Holland  Wallace,  P.  0.  Drawer  P,  Sausalito,  Cal.  94965 
(Dealer  in  South  American  Coins) 

Serge  Huard,  C.P.  402,  Pointe-aux-Trembles , Quebec,  Canada 
H1B  5K3  - (Modern  Gold  Coins  & Sets) 

John  P.  Donoghue,  CIO  Lewis  Street  Exchange,  171  Lewis  St., 
Lynn,  Mass.  01902  - (Dealer  in  Israel  & New  Zealand) 

Wm.  H.  Randel  , P.  0.  Box  173,  Hatboro,  Pa.  19040 
(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

William  E.  Benson,  4024  Montwood,  Dallas,  TX  75229 
(Odd  & Curious,  World  Coins  & Currency) 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT:  We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  re 

ceived  since  the  last  report. 
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Name  Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 


ABART,  Gerda 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

ANDREWS,  C.  C. 

$3.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

BARTICK,  Philip  R. 

$15.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

BARTON,  E.  Hand 

$3.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

BORKOWSKI , Kenneth  D. 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

BREKKE , B.  F. 

$21.45  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

CHANDLER,  Harry  R. 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

COOK,  Robert  K. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

EBERT,  E.  D. 

$8.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

FELLOWS,  Richard 

$5.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

GRAMS , Gabriel  A. 

$15.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

HIGEL,  Thomas  E. 

$5.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

HINKLE,  David  R. 

$15.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

JEFFERSON,  John  F. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

KING,  E.  D. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

KLECKNER,  Donald  S. 

$13.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

KOONTZ,  L.  Donald 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

LAMMI,  Weikko  S. 

$5.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

LOCH,  Robert 

$2.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

LOEB , Marvin  J. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

MAHR , Robert  L. 

$5.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

MARCUS,  Michael  J. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

NYGREN,  Raymond  A. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

OLDHAM,  Way land 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

PUDDESTER,  Robert  P. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

SMITH,  Robert  A. 

$15.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

SNELL,  Lester  D. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

SPENCER,  William  L. 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

SPENGLER,  William  F. 

$25.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

STALLARD,  Barry  W. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

SWIECZKOWSKI , Edmund  W. 

$5.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

TERPIN,  Mark  W. 

$5.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

THORNTON,  Robert  L. 

$2.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

TILL,  Frank  L. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

TREMBLEY,  SHEFIK  L. 

$5.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

TURFBOER,  Robert 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

VERKET,  Harry  I. 

$3.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

WEBSTER,  Cecil  W. 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

WEITZEL,  L.  R. 

$3.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

WILLIAMS,  Myrle 

$3.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

WITTER i Dwayne  A. 

$10.00  Cash 

General 

Operati ng 

Fund 

WONG,  S.  C. 

$5.00  Cash 

General 

Operating 

Fund 

■*■★*** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 

Dr.  Robert  Turfboer 

HILL,  G.  F.  The  development  of  Arabic  numerals  in  Europe  exhibited 
in  sixty- four  tables.  Pub.  1915,  124pp,  ill  us.  Must  reading  for 
anyone  whose  interest  in  coinage  extends  into  the  16th  century 
and  back.  Even  if  one  does  not  collect  coins  it  is  very  interesting 
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as  to  how  our  present  numbers  developed  from  the  Arabic. 


Randolph  Zander 

TSOTSELIA,  M.  KATAJIOr  CACAHHCKHX  MOHET  TPy3HH.  Catalogue  of 
Sassanian  coins  of  Georgia.  (Russian  text).  Pub.  1981,  274pp, 
w/28  plates. 

II.  Are  you  lacking  shelf  space?  Are  you  wondering  what  to  do  with 
that  extra  book,  magazine,  or  sales  catalog?  Donate  it  to  NI.  Your 
book,  catalog,  and  periodical  libraries  are  anxious  to  extend  their 
capability  to  help  NI  members.  We  can't  do  it  if  we  do  not  have  the 
item  on  our  shelves.  If  your  shelves  are  spilling  onto  the  floor 
and  there  is  material  you  haven't  touched  in  years,  package  it  up  and 
send  it  to  us.  Someone  else  can  use  it  and  if  suddenly  you  find  a 
need  later  you  can  always  borrow  it  back.  Remember,  your  gifts  are 
tax  deductible  (U.S.  members  only). 

III.  Note  to  new  members.  There  is  no  library  list.  If  you  know 
what  you  want,  just  ask  by  title  and  author.  If  you  don't  know  the 
name  of  the  book,  ask  by  subject.  You  have  three  libraries  and  three 
librarians  waiting  to  help. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
NI  Book  Librarian 

★★★★★ 


1985-86  OFFICERS  AND  STAFF  OF  NI : See  the  inside  front  cover  of  this 

issue  for  an  update  on  the  new  officers  elected  recently  and  also  any 
changes  in  the  appointed  staff.  Results  of  the  election  of  officers 
were  as  follows: 


President  Vice-President 


(223  votes) 

Wm.  B.  Thompson 

(219  votes) 

C.  C.  Andrews 

(1  vote) 

Philip  L.  Lawrence 

(1 

vote) 

John  DeMarais 

(1  vote) 

Ross  Schraeder 

(1 

vote) 

Fred  Drost 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

(222  votes) 

Ross  Schraeder 

(221  votes) 

Charles  Muchmore,  Jr. 

(1  vote) 

Don  Douglas 

(1 

vote) 

D.  G.  Cooke 

(1  vote) 

Howard  L.  Ford 

(1 

vote) 

Wm.  B.  Thompson 

Di rector-at-Large  (2  elected) 

(218  votes) 

Don  C.  Douglas 

0 

vote) 

Marvin  L.  Fraley 

(213  votes) 

Robert  W.  Richter 

(1 

vote) 

Joseph  V.  Frantz 

(2  votes) 

Randolph  Zander 

0 

vote) 

Dick  Hanscom 

(1  vote) 

Wm.  E.  Benson 

(1 

vote) 

Clifford  Mi  shier 

********************************************************************* 

DID  YOU  KNOW? 

That  in  Austria. . 

. the 

Nazi  1 Pfennig  pieces  in  zinc 

circulated  as  1 Groschen  pieces  for  several  years  after  World  War  II 
because  the  cost  of  producing  1 Groschen  pieces  exceeded  their  value. 

(Submitted  by  don  Etzel) 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Reader  questions  ability  to  distinguish  between  a sestertius  and  denarius 

In  reading  the  NI  BULLETIN  of  September,  1984  (pp286-87),  I was  a bit 
disappointed  in  reading  Mr.  Grossman's  article  on  Commodus.  In  particu- 
lar, I was  distressed  to  find  that  Mr.  Grossman  seems  unable  to  disting- 
uish between  a sestertius  and  a denarius.  This  would  suggest  that  Mr. 
Grossman  is  somewhat  less  than  familiar  with  Roman  coins,  for  this  would 
be  somewhat  like  mistaking  a Lincoln  cent  for  a Morgan  dollar.  So 
apparent  is  the  difference  that  the  difference  could  be  easily  detected 
with  the  eyes  closed. 

Please,  this  kind  of  inaccuracy  is  not  reflective  of  what  I have  come 
to  expect  from  the  NI  BULLETIN  and  I suggest  that  you  ask  someone  who 
is  at  least  mildly  acquainted  with  ancient  coins  to  review  Mr.  Gross- 
man's articles  to  avoid  the  BULLETIN  becoming  regarded  as  a source  of 
numismatic  misinformation  cloaked  in  a historical  garb  with  a trim  of 
good  intent. 

I also  don't  consider  the  inclusion  of  prices  in  this  kind  of  publi- 
cation appropriate.  That  isn't  numismatic  information,  but  market 
information  and  one  (of  many)  nice  thing(s)  about  NIB  is  the  lack  of 
commercialism  in  the  BULLETIN. 

Otherwise,  I don't  know  how  you  do  it.  Every  month  you  are  able  to 
assemble  enough  worthwile  material  to  keep  NIB  in  the  forefront  of 
numismatic  research.  I dread  the  day  that  Mr.  Larry  Devine's  articles 
run  out. 


Thomas  D.  Walker 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

********************************************************************** 
INFORMATION,  Please 


The  piece  to  the  left  is  a silver 
cast  piece  with  slight  tooling  on 
obverse  and  reverse.  27.5mm  dia. 
Edge  seems  to  have  been  turned  on 
a lathe  as  it  is  perfectly  round. 
Incuse  dots  after  V.F.  (not  cast 
in).  Found  in  San  Juan,  Puerto 
Rico  c.1971.  V(olunteers)  (of) 
F(erdinand)  7th  ??.  Proclamation 
piece?  Military? 


********************************************************************** 


SIDE  BY  SIDE 


The  Crusaders  who  invaded  the  Levant  700  years  ago  imitated  Ayyubid 
coin  types  slightly  modifying  them  with  Christiam  symbols  and  inscrip- 
tions, also  issued  their  own  Christian  coin  types  to  circulate  among 
their  own  peoples. 
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VIENNA  WAS  SAVED 


by  Walter  Bergman,  F.S.A.N.S.,  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  NI  H 1783 


In  the  year  1983  the  Polish  People's  Republic  issued  two  commemorative 
coins  in  honour  of  King  Jan  III  Sobieski  who  in  1674  had  been  elected  to 
rule  his  country,  Poland,  an  who  did  so  thereafter,  until  his  death  in 


1696. 


Since  its  earliest  times  Poland  has  been  plagued  by  a most  confusing  and 
sad  history.  Its  territory,  situated  in  the  heart  of  Europe,  but  period- 
ically considerably  larger  in  extent  than  its  present  size,  has  always 
been  vulnerable  to  hostile  incursions  from  all  directions.  This  was  the 
case  particularly  during  the  17th  century,  when  on  different  occasions  the 
Swedes  invaded  Poland  from  the  North,  the  Cossacks,  Tatars  and  Russians 
from  the  East  and  the  Turks  from  the  South.  Mot  that  the  position  has 
changed  much  since  those  days,  as  even  in  our  time  Poland  has  twice  been 
overrun  by  the  armed  might  of  Germany  and  right  now  is  firmly  controlled 
by  the  Soviet  Union,  although  officially  it  retains  the  image  of  being 
an  independent  state.  However,  no  purpose  is  served  by  delving  here  into 
Poland's  history.  Suffice  to  say,  that  it  was  a Polish  king,  Jan  III 
Sobieski,  who  left  a decisive  mark,  not  so  much  on  the  history  of  his  own 
country,  but  on  that  of  Central  Europe,  nay,  on  that  of  the  whole  of  the 
European  continent. 


Ever  since  the  people  of  Arabia  had  accepted  the  religious  teachings  of 
their  prophet  Mohammed  and  had  converted  to  Islam,  they  were  possessed 
with  spreading  their  new  religion,  by  force  if  necessary,  to  lands  furth- 
er afield.  In  this  regard  they  rapidly  succeeded;  soon  Islam  flourished 
and  had  become  the  generally  accepted  faith  not  only  in  Southwest  Asia 
but  throughout  the  whole  of  Northern  Africa.  The  Moors,  a warlike  people 
of  Morocco,  recently  converted,  and  zealous  to  spread  Mohammedanism,  had 
even  crossed  into  Europe,  overrunning  and  occupying  a large  part  of  Spain, 
which  they  held  for  a considerable  time  thereafter. 


Most  of  the  coastal  regions  of  Asia  Minor  had  been  colonised  and  developed 
by  the  ancient  Greeks.  These  areas  had  then  been  taken  over  by  Rome,  and 
still  later  they  had  become  part  of  the  Byzantine  empire.  Under  Byzantine 
rule  many  of  the  inhabitants  along  the  coast  had  adopted  the  Christian 
faith;  however,  the  majority  of  the  people  living  in  Asia  Minor  proper  - 
in  Anatolia  - had  remained  pagans.  Easily  influenced  by  the  Jewish  and 
Christian  teachings  which  had  infiltrated  into  that  part  of  the  world, 
they  soon  succumbed  and  accepted  the  Mohammedan  religion  preached  to  them 
by  Arabs  coming  to  their  country. 

This  happened  at  a time  when  hordes  of  Turkic  nomads  were  leaving  their 
barren  and  inhospitable  homelands  in  Mongolia  and  Russia  in  search  of  bet- 
_ ter  grazing  for  their  animals  and  were  migrating  westwards  in  the  direc- 
tion  of  Anatolia.  En  route,  they  too  came  into  contact  with  Arabs  who 
were  determined  to  introduce  them  to  the  Islamic  faith.  The  result  was 
that  one  of  the  Turkic  chieftains,  Seljuk  by  name,  together  with  his  kins- 
men and  followers,  adopted  the  Mohamedan  religion.  By  conquest  he  estab- 
lished himself  and  his  people  in  the  lands  bordering  the  Eastern  frontier 
of  the  Byzantine  empire,  lands  which  include  today's  Afghanistan  and  Iran. 
The  acceptance  of  a definite,  monotheistic  faith  as  well  as  the  acquisition 
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of  suitable  land  greatly  assisted  in  uniting  the  various  Turkic  tribes. 
Seljuk's  grandson,  Tughril  Beg,  was,  for  his  own  military  achievements 
in  aid  of  Islam,  accorded  the  title  "Sultan"  - meaning  Authority  - and 
thus  he  became  the  first  Sultan  of  the  Seljuk  dynasty.  Seljuk  himself 
had  never  been  aware  of  the  fact  that  he  would  become  the  founding-father 
of  a dynasty  which  in  time  would  turn  his  nomadic  people  into  a great 
nati on . 

As  could  be  expected,  border  clashes  flared  up  repeatedly  between  the 
Byzantine  Christians  and  the  Muslim  Turks.  In  a major  battle  fought  in 
the  year  1071  at  Manzikert,  in  Eastern  Asia  Minor,  Alp  Arslan,  a nephew 
of  the  first  sultan,  decisively  defeated  the  Byzantine  army  and  thus  he 
effectively  broke  the  empire's  hold  on  Anatolia.  Unopposed,  the  Turks 
now  swarmed  in.  They  soon  took  possession  of  the  whole  of  Anatolia  and 
settled  there. 

As  early  as  in  1072  the  Seljuk  Turks  had  taken  over  Palestine.  Their 
hostility  and  cruelty  towards  the  Christians  in  the  Holy  Land  had  re- 
sulted in  the  Crusades.  In  a vicious  battle  outside  Jerusalem,  which 
took  place  in  1099,  the  Crusaders  defeated  the  Turks.  A shameful  killing 
of  the  city's  non-Christian  inhabitants  - Mohammedans  and  Jews  alike  - 
followed;  from  then  onwards  it  was  open  warfare  between  Mohammedanism 
and  Christianity. 

Nothing  - and  least  of  all  the  Crusades,  which  caused  Constantinople 
more  harm  than  good  - could  save  the  Byzantine  empire  or  for  that  matter 
its  capital  city.  Constantinople  finally  fell  to  the  Turks  in  1453,  and 
this  completed  their  conquest  of  the  whole  of  Asia  Minor.  Christianity 
was  now  ousted  from  there  and  was  replaced  by  Islam.  But  the  Turks  were 
not  satisfied  with  remaining  on  Asian  soil.  Under  Ottoman  rule,  which 
succeeded  that  of  the  Seljuks,  their  country  had  grown  into  an  ever  more 
powerful  and  ambitious  Muslim  empire.  The  Arab  holdings  in  Asia  and 
North  Africa  were  absorbed,  and  for  the  glory  of  Islam,  and  no  doubt  also 
for  the  enrichment  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  its  well -trained  armies  were 
now  sent  across  the  Dardanelles  and  the  Bosporus  into  Southeast  Europe. 
The  Balkan  countries  were  unable  to  ward  off  the  onslaught  of  the  Turkish 
professional  soldiery  for  any  length  of  time,  and  after  often  fierce 
battles  they  were  subdued.  The  armies  of  the  Ottoman  empire  pushed  across 
Eastern  Europe,  and  in  addition  to  the  Southern  Ukraine  they  occupied 
the  territories  now  held  by  Greece,  Bulgaria,  Romania,  Albania,  Yugo- 
slavia' and  Hungary.  The  administration  of  these  lands  was  thereafter 
entrusted  to  Turkish  government  officals  who,  as  the  new  masters,  took  it 
upon  themselves  to  assume  the  role  of  Islam  "missionaries".  Life  was 
considered  cheap;  any  resistance  to  Turkish  rule  was  cruelly  put  down. 

It  was  in  1529  that  Ottoman  armies  appeared  for  the  first  time  on  the 
outskirts  of  Vienna,  the  capital  of  Austria,  but  the  siege  which  they 
laid  on  proved  ineffective,  and  after  one  month  they  withdrew.  It  took 
a long  time  before  the  Turks  made  another  attempt  at  capturing  the  city. 
When  finally  they  did  so  in  1683,  they  came  wel 1-prepared  with  a large 
force  consisting  of  some  200,000  men.  Their  expectation  was,  that  a 
large  part  of  Central  Europe  would  be  exposed  to  them,  ready  for  occupa- 
tion, if  they  succeeded  in  taking  the  city.  In  its  defence  Vienna  was 
merely  able  to  assemble  a total  of  16,000  men.  The  siege  got  under  way 
with  vicious  skirmishes  which  took  place  daily  on  and  along  the  city- 
walls  and  heavy  bombardments  of  the  city.  Bastion  after  defending  bastion 
was  put  of  of  action;  the  city  was  badly  damaged  and  the  city-walls  were 
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crumbling;  the  defenders  were  running  out  of  ammunition,  but  although 
they  suffered  heavy  losses,  they  managed  to  hold  out.  When  finally  their 
position  looked  hopeless  and  surrender  was  inevitable,  it  was  then  that 
a near-miracle  occurred.  An  army  of  Christian  soldiers  appeared  on  the 
hills  overlooking  Vienna,  an  army  led  by  the  Polish  King  Jan  II  Sobieski, 
who  on  a previous  occasion  had  confronted  the  Turkish  enemy,  and  who  had 
now  come  to  the  resuce  of  Vienna.  The  Turks,  facing  the  city,  were  over- 
whelmed from  their  rear  and  were  defeated.  After  a siege  lasting  two 
months  the  city  was  relieved;  Vienna  was  saved. 

In  the  Vienna  Woods,  on  top  of  the  Kahlenberg,  overlooking  the  city  and 
the  flow  of  the  river  Danube,  stands  a small  church.  This  was  erected 
as  a memorial  to  the  relief  of  the  city,  at  the  site  where,  from  within 
Vienna,  the  defenders  had  first  observed  the  arrival  of  the  army  which 
had  come  to  their  assistance. 

There  is  no  knowing  what  would  have  happened  if  the  Polish  king  had  not 
arrived  just  in  time  to  save  the  city,  and  if  Vienna  had  been  captured 
by  the  enemy.  One  thing  is  certain  - there  would  have  been  a terrible 
bloodbath;  most  of  the  city's  inhabitants  would  have  been  massacred, 
just  as  had  been  done  by  the  Turks  in  other  defended  and  then  defeated 
towns.  Probably  too,  Vienna  would  then  only  have  been  another  stepping- 
stone  towards  Central  Europe,  and  nobody  can  be  sure  where  exactly  the 
Turkish  conquest  of  Europe  would  have  ended,  or  how  far  Turkey  - and 
Islam  - would  have  penetrated  that  continent.  But  - Vienna  was  saved, 
thanks  to  the  Polish  King  Jan  III  Sobieski  and  his  timely  action. 

A few  years  after  their  defeat  outside  Vienna,  the  Turks  were  driven  out 
of  Hungary,  and  although  they  managed  to  retain  much  of  the  Balkan  lands 
for  a considerable  time  yet,  the  territorial  expansion  of  the  Ottoman 
empire  had  come  to  an  end.  Vienna  had  been  its  furthest  point  of  Euro- 
pean penetration. 


Polandj  200  Zloty , 1983 
Jan  III  Sobieski  Commemorative 


Reverting  to  the  two  coins  struck  by  Poland  in  commemoration  of  the  relief 
of  Vienna  by  its  gallant  king,  these  were  a silver  200  zloty  and  a cupro- 
nickel 50  zloty  coin,  both  of  a similar  design.  The  obverse  of  the  coins 
depict  a front-facing  bust  of  the  king  wearing  a mailed  shirt,  displaying 
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a cross  on  his  chest.  Below  the  bust  and  following  the  rim  of  the  coin 
the  king's  name  and  the  dates  of  his  reign  are  stated  i.e.  JAN  III 
SOBIESKI  1674-1696.  Above  the  bust  and  along  the  upper  half  of  the  rim 
appears  the  legend  in  the  Polish  language.  This  refers  to  the  300th 
anniversary  of  the  relief  of  Vienna.  The  reverse  portrays  the  Polish 
eagle  and  indicated  the  coin's  date  of  issue,  this  being  1983,  as  well 
as  its  denomination. 

One  would  have  thought  that  the  Republic  of  Austria  would  have  included 
a coin  of  this  type  in  its  commemorative  series,  since  this  deals  with 
an  important  phase  of  its  very  own  history,  but  this  was  not  the  case. 

★★**★*★★*★★*'*■★*****★★★★**★★**★■*•*★★★****★*'*'★**★**★*★'*****★*■*'★**★*★*★*★*** 
THE  SMALLER  1982  COINS  OF  COSTA  RICA 

by  John  DeMarais , Dallas , Texas 3 NI  #1539 

The  Central  Bank  of  Costa  Rica  has  released  a new  set  of  coins  dated 
1982.  During  the  last  few  years  the  country  has  experienced  difficult 
economic  problems,  and  its  currency  has  depreciated  sharply.  The 
colon  has  fallen  in  value  from  11.7  cents  (U.S.)  in  1979  to  2.5  cents 
in  late  1982.  The  old  coins  are  now  too  expensive  to  produce  and  too 
bulky.  The  new  coinage  is  composed  of  2 colon,  1 colon  and  50  centimo 
pieces  in  stainless  steel  and  25  centimo  and  10  centimo  pieces  in 
aluminum.  The  designs  of  the  new  coins  are  very  similar  to  that  of 
the  older  ones.  However,  the  steel  pieces  have  the  denomination  in 
bolder  numerals.  All  the  new  coins  are  moderately  thin.  The  steel 
pieces  have  the  low  relief  that  is  typical  of  stainless  steel  coins. 

The  2 col  ones  has  been  reduced  from  32  to  23mm  in  diameter;  the  1 
colon  from  29  to  21;  and  the  50  centimos  from  26  to  19.  These  three 
coins  were  formerly  struck  in  cupro-nickel . The  25  centimos  is  the 
same  size  (23mm)  as  its  nickel-coated  steel  and  cupro-nickel  prede- 
cessors. The  edges  of  these  four  denominations  were  lettered  on  the 
old  series  but  are  smooth  on  the  new.  The  aluminum  10  centimos  is  the 
same  size  (18mm)  as  its  nickel -coated  steel  and  cupro-nickel  prede- 
cessors, but  its  edges  are  now  smooth  rather  than  reeded.  To  my 
knowledge,  the  5 centimos  is  not  represented  in  the  new  series.  It 
would  be  worth  a mere  1/8  cent.  One  can  assume  that  5,  10  and  20 
colon  coins  will  be  forthcoming  to  replace  small  value  banknotes. 

It'is  interesting  to  note  that  the  10  centimos  has  been  struck  in 
eight  alloys  since  its  introduction  early  this  century.  While  its 
size  and  basic  design  have  been  unaltered,  it  has  been  issued  in 
.900  silver,  .500  silver,  brass,  bronze,  cupro-nickel,  stainless 
steel,  nickel-coated  steel  and  aluminum.  This  must  be  a record  of 
some  sort! 

*********************************************************************** 

BEZZ0 


Bezzo  (Quattrino  Bianco).  Small  silver  coin  of  Venice  resembling  the 
Soldino,  but  having  the  lion  on  reverse,  a flowered  cross  on  obverse. 
Doge  Andrea  Gritti  (1523-38)  reportedly  issued  it  first  and  it  lasted 
to  the  start  of  the  17th  century. 
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MEDALS  IN  THE 
REPUBLIC  OF  TURKEY 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 

(All  illustrations  are  slightly  reduced  in  size) 


When  the  Republic  was  established  in  1923,  Turkey  turned  her  back  on 
her  past  and  began  a new  life  from  scratch. 

Can  you  imagine  what  it  would  be  like  in  the  United  States  if,  in  a 
year  from  now.  Congress  decreed  that  the  Latin  alphabet  would  no  long- 
er be  used  for  anything;  instead  everything,  street  names,  textbooks, 
official  correspondence , all  would  be  in  Greek  letters,  the  use  of 
the  Latin  ones  being  a punishable  offense? 

That  was  what  happened  in  Turkey  in  1927.  except  that  the  Latin  alpha- 
bet replaced  the  Arabic  script.  It  was  worse  than  that,  for  weights 
and  measures  and  many  other  details  of  past  life  were  all  changed  as 
well.  Moreover,  life  had  to  begin  again  from  scratch  for  the  economy 
and  the  country  were  bankrupt  and  in  ruins  after  9 years  of  warfare. 

As  a result  it  is  hardly  surprising  medals  played  no  part  in  the 
early  years  of  the  Republic. 

Unlike  the  Great  Powers  of  Western  Europe,  Turkey  had  no  tradition  of 
medal  engraving.  Many  of  the  medals  connected  with  Turkish  history 
were  made  by  Britain,  Russia  or  Prussia  where  their  histories  over- 
lapped. 

The  first  medal  listed  by  Nuri  Pere  is  a 1731  A.D.  medal  of  Mahmut  I, 
a gold  plaque  with  the  sultan's  tu^ra  and  a legend  on  the  reverse. 
Beginning  with  Abdul  Mecid  (1839/61),  who  reformed  the  currency  and 
was  greatly  influenced  by  European  ideas,  the  state  did  begin  to  mint 
medals  for  various  events.  However,  the  engravings  were  limited  main- 
ly to  script,  tu§ra,  crescent,  in  the  traditional  style  and  no  partic- 
ular school  of  design  seems  to  have  developed. 

Thus,  when  the  Republic  began  there  was  no  set  pattern  in  Turkey  to 
follow,  even  had  the  State  not  turned  its  back  on  its  past  so  complete- 
ly. 

Governments  use  the  striking  of  medals  to  commemorate  past  events,  or 
current  ones,  to  honor  great  individuals;  or  for  propaganda  purposes. 
The  creation  of  a work  of  art  is  usually  a secondary  one.  In  our 
time  there  is  an  additional  motive,  perhaps  a double  one,  to  make 
money  by  selling  to  collectors  and/or  to  provide  collectors  with  some- 
thing to  collect.  In  some  countries  the  NCLT  seems  to  fulfill  the 
two  latter  functions. 

Turkey  has  paid  little  attention  to  the  latter  (its  Monnaies  de  Luxe 
belong  to  a separate  category)  until  very  recently  and  since  historical 
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events  other  than  those  of  the  Istiklal  Harbi  - War  of  Independence  - 
were  out,  a very  small  field  for  medal  striking  was  left.  As  a result 
of  these  various  factors  the  medal  field  is  very  limited  and  unknown, 
rarely  seen,  outside  of  Turkey  itself. 

The  Yapi  ve  Kredit  Bankasi  booklet  listing  the  medals  in  its  collection 
gives  no  indication  of  the  numbers  minted  but  I suspect  them  to  be  very 
small  in  most  cases.  Certainly  they  are  exceedingly  hard  to  obtain 
any  more. 


The  first  medal  listed  is  a bronze  one  commemorating  the  Istiklal  Harbi 
beginning  in  1921,  the  rayed  rising  sun  on  one  side,  the  Crescent  and 
Star  enclosing  a map  of  Anatolia  on  the  other  (Fig.  1).  Under  the  Re- 
public the  plain  Crescent  and  Star  - see  also  the  coins  - replaced  the 
old  motif  of  the  Crescent  and  tu§ra, 
and  legend,  of  the  Empire.  The 
second  medal  is  a bronze  plaque  of 
Gazi  Mustafa  Kemal  Pasha  of  the 
same  date,  a still  youthful  looking 
Kemal  to  which  we  were  not  accustom- 
ed in  the  later  years  (Fig.  2). 
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Fig.  1 


Fig.  2 


Inevitably,  many  of  the  medals  of  the  Republic  are  concerned  with  Mus- 
tafa Kemal  (Ataturk  as  later  he  was  known,  Father  of  the  Turks). 
Probably,  to  contemporary  Americans,  it  is  impossible  to  appreciate 
what  he  really  menat  to  the  Turkish  people,  still  does  to  many.  One 
can  compare  him  to  George  Washington,  but  this  latter  is  removed  by  two 
centuries;  and  even  there  Washington  had  a much  easier  time  than  did 
Kemal',  with  far  less  to  change.  To  those  of  us  who  remember  him,  Turks 
or  foreigners,  he  was  always  rather  more  than  life  size. 


Medal  #223  for  the  Fourth  Muttefik  Agency  Congress  is  a very  character- 
istic portrait  of  Atatlirk  as  he  appears  on  the  coins  and  stamps  (Fig.  3). 


The  new  script  was  introduced  in  1928  and  after  that  date  all  legends 
(stamps,  coins,  medals,  etc.)  are  in  the  Latin  script  so  that  there  are 
almost  no  medals  with  the  old  script  - the  Bursa  and  Izmir  Fairs  in 
1927  being  rare  ones.  The  first  Izmir  Fair  medals  was  the  first  so 
called  "propaganda"  medal  of  the  Republic  (Fig.  4),  which  also  issued 
a special  series  of  stamps  (actually  surcharges)  for  the  same  event. 

The  medal  itself  had  a double  significance.  Most  of  old  Izmir  (Smyrna 
of  the  Bible)  was  destroyed  by  the  Greeks  at  their  final  defeat  there 
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Fig.  3 


in  the  Istiklal  Harbi . The  fair,  in 
part  of  the  burned  out  area,  signal- 
led the  rebirth  of  the  city.  It  was 
also  the  beginning  of  what  was  to  be 
Turkey's  most  important  annual  - and 
later  international  - fair. 


Probably  the  two  most  important  in- 
ternational events,  and  for  which  medals  were  struck,  were  the  Second 
Balkan  Conference  in  1931  (copper)  (Fig.  5)  and  the  Prehistory  Conference 
Turkey  (Ataturk)  was  a prime  mover  in  trying  to  get  the  Balkan  countries 
(all  once  a part  of  the  Ottoman  Empire)  to  sink  past  different  animosi- 
ties and  hatreds  so  as  to  work  together  for  peace  and  internal  progress. 


Fig.  5 


Fig.  6 


The  latter  - a bronze  medal  - was  the  18th  International  Congress  of 
Anthropology  and  Prehistory  at  Delmabahce  Palace  in  1939  (Fig.  6).  This 
I attended,  being  a friend,  and  one  time  student,  of  the  British  dele- 
gate, Professor  V.  Gordon-Chi Ide. 


Fig.  7 


Very  few  foreign  dignitaries  have 
been  honored  with  medals,  but  the 
visit  of  Riza  Shah  Pehlevi  to  Ankara 
in  1934  had  a silver  medal  portray- 
ing the  two  men, one  on  either  side. 
The  other  dignitary  was  King  Faysal 
(Feisal)  in  1966  (Fig.  7). 
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With  the  passage  of  time,  events  of  the  Istiklal  Harbi  - or  leading  up 
to  it  - began  to  be  commemorated,  as  a reminder  to  new  generations  of 
what  to  many  of  them  had  now  become  merely  "history".  Thus,  in  1969 
a gold  medal  was  issued  for  the  1919  Congress  held  in  Erzerum  with  a 
contemporary  portrait  of  Mustafa  Kemal  in  a fez.  The  reverse  has  the 
famous  Seljuk  Medrese  Hatuniye  (theological  college),  or  Twin  Minaret, 
surmounted,  unexpectedly,  by  the  double  headed  eagle  of  Byzantium  (Fig. 
8). 


Fig.  8 Fig.  9 


Outside  of  Ataturk  the  only  revolutionary  heroes  to  appear  on  medals 
are  Ismet  InOnO,  AtatUrk's  great  second  in  comnand  and  his  successor 
as  president  of  the  Republic.  The  foreigners  used  to  think  of  Kemal 
as  the  wheel  and  Ismet  Pasha  as  the  brake.  The  other  was  Kazim  Kara- 
bekir,  the  1920  hero  of  Kars  (Fig.  9).  The  citadel  and  the  Kunbet 
Mosque  appear  on  the  reverse. 


One  19th  century  figure  appears,  Fethi  Ahmet  Pasha,  the  first  organizer 
of  a museum,  in  Turkey  on  its  centennial  in  1946.  The  reverse  shows 
the  War  Museum,  then,  ironically,  the  very  early  Byzantine  church  of 
St.  Irene  (Peace  in  Greek).  It  has  since,  I believe,  been  turned  into 
a concert  hall  (Fig.  10). 


Fig.  10 


The  one  great  historical  event 
is  the  900th  anniversary  of  the 
Seljuk  victory  of  Malazgirt 
(usually  Malazgrit  in  western 
histories)  in  1971  (Fig.  11). 
(Special  coins  were  also  struck 
for  it.)  The  obverse  shows 
Alp-Arslan,  the  great  Seljuk 


Fig.  11 


leader,  the  reverse  being  a battle  scene.  Malazgirt  was  one  of  the 
great  decisive  battles  of  world  history,  though  seldom  mentioned  in 
western  history  books.  It  laid  open  the  whole  of  Asia  Minor  to  the 
Seljuk  Turkish  advance  and  doomed  the  Eastern  (Byzantine)  Empire  though 
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it  was  to  linger  on  in  an  ever  reduced  form  for  4 more  centuries.  I 
never  cease  to  be  amazed  at  the  ignorance  of  so  many  western  historians 
of  the  vital  realities  of  Near  Eastern  (Islamic)  history.  A similar 
medal  (Fig.  12)  for  the  occupation  of  Kars  by  Melik  Shah  and  Alp-Arslan 

had  been  struck  in  gold  7 years 
earlier.  Malazgirt  was  also  commem- 
orated by  coins  and  stamps. 

Looking  at  the  medals  of  the  Republic 
as  a whole,  there  is  none  of  them 
that  are  outstanding  in  design  or 
appearance  though  they  do  take  on 
some  character  when  they  make  a 
return  to  events  connected  with  past  history.  The  medals  also  are  of 
little  interest  to  anyone  not  directly  concerned  with,  or  interested  in, 
the  history  and  development  of  the  Republic.  The  majority  is  very 
difficult  to  obtain,  at  least  outside  Turkey. 

Recently,  however,  a whole  new  area  of  medal  collecting  has  come  into 
being. 

To  turn  back  a moment,  in  my  own  Turkey  years  (1935/47)  exceedingly 
few  Turks  collected  coins  of  any  kind,  plentiful  as  were  the  emissions 
of  the  Empire.  After  World  War  II,  with  the  surge  of  the  economy  and 
with  the  Ottoman  period  more  nearly  safely  behind,  more  individuals 
had  leisure  and  money  for  collecting.  But  it  was  not  until  the  Yapi 
ve  Kredit  Bankasi , through  Nuri  Peri,  put  together  a collection  of 
Ottoman  coins  and  medals,  and  printed  its  catalog,  that  collecting 
began  more  or  less  in  earnest.  Unfortunately , later,  the  Turkish 
government,  alarmed  at  the  export  of  antiquities  - the  building  of 
roads  everywhere  and  the  use  of  heavy  earth  moving  equipment  turned 
up  so  much  more  material  - and  particularly  gold  and  silver  coins  (act- 
ually illegal  in  my  years  there),  clamped  down  with  a harsh  antiquities 
law.  This  not  only  prohibited  the  collecting  of  any  coins  other  than 
those  of  the  Republic,  but  nationalized  all  existing  collections  - 
with  no  compensation  - though  it  did  permit  owners  to  retain  them 
until  death  after  which  the  heirs  must  pass  them  to  the  state  with 
heavy  penalties  were  a single  coin,  or  object,  missing.  The  law  ap- 
plied to  all  antiquities.  There  was  also  a heavy  penalty  for  dealing 
in  coins  and  such.  Because  of  the  immense  wealth  of  Hellenistic  and 
Roman  Asia  Minor,  for  a century  and  a half  it  had  probably  been  the 
richest  supply  source  of  ancient  coins  and  other  antiquities. 

Since  many  individuals  have  collecting  instincts,  collectors  turned  to 
the  coins  of  the  Republic  and  the  few  available  medals.  The  Turkish 
Numismatic  Society,  of  which  Nuri  Pere  was  the  first  president,  began 
the  policy  of  issuing  periodically  a medal  in  bronze  and  one  or  more 
forms  of  silver,  of  some  Turkish  national  figure,  sometimes  recent, 
sometimes  historical.  The  medals  are  limited  in  number,  mainly  for 
the  membership,  and  are  hard  to  obtain  outside  of  Turkey.  They  are 
well  struck,  sometimes  in  very  high  relief,  and  handsome  pieces,  of 
excellent  workmanship  - at  the  national  mint  - but  are  strictly  private 
issues  and  so  unlikely  to  find  they  way  into  any  catalog. 

Membership  in  the  society  is  open  to  foreigners  resident  outside  of 
Turkey,  but  is  also  controlled  by  internal  Turkish  security  laws, 


Fig.  12 
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rather  like  applying  for  a residence  permit,  as  is  membership  in  any 
organization  in  Turkey.  Since  Bay  Guvendik  Fi§ekpio51u  has  resigned 
as  secretary,  the  society  seems  to  be  in  a period  of  inactivity,  at 
least  as  regards  its  publications  and  foreign  members. 

Of  recent  years  the  Turkish  government  has  been  issuing  high  priced 

geld.CPins  some  1^s  special  series,  i.e.,  F.A.O.,  commemorati  ves , 
which  have  drawn  the  attention  - and  money  - of  Turkish  collectors. 


References : 

Madeni  Pararlari  ve  Medalyalari  1923/73.  I.  TBzen  ve  T.  Aykut.  Yapi 
ve  Kredit  Bankasi  A.S.  No.  6.  Publication. 

Osmanli lor  da  Madeni  Par alar.  Nuri  Pere.  Istanbul.  1968.  (This  con- 
tains Ottoman  medals  only,  but  some  of  those  illustrated,  and  in  the 
collection,  are  medals  struck  by  allies  or  enemies  of  Turkey  for 
events  in  which  the  Empire  was  involved.) 


*************************************************************  ********* 


IS  IT  ARES?  OR  ATHENA?  by  the  late  Larry  Devine 3 NI  #1832 


SICILY,  PANORMUS,  AE263  Bust 
of  Ares  rt.  3 in  crested  Corinthian 
(?)  helmet.  Rev.:  Concordia  stg. 
left 3 holding  patera  and  cornuco- 
pia; BMC  10  3 Gabrici  p.  161 3 292 3 
SNG  Munich  787.  Almost  VF  for 
this  somewhat  cartoonishly  crude 
issue3  with  planchet  flaw  at  the 
bottom  of  the  reverse.  Very  Scarce  issue. 

Although  the  BMC  and  Head  refer  to  the  obverse  as  the  head  of  Athena, 
that's  pretty  hard  to  swallow,  the  face  being  so  masculine,  that  it 
would  have  been  suspect  at  even  the  earliest  Women's  Lib  meetings. 

Head  of  Ares,  say  the  other  two  references,  Gabrici  and  the  Munich 
Coll.  (Sicily  Vol . , part  1,  published  1977),  which  is  the  latest  word 
on  the  subject,  and  may  be  one  of  the  best,  although  we  will  have  to 
hold  judgement  until  part  2 (with  Syracuse)  comes  out.  But  they  are 
not  perfect  either,  as  they  also  call  the  previous  coin.  Head  of  Ares, 
and  there  I think  they've  gone  too  far. 

Panormus,  by  the  way,  was  the  most  important  of  the  Phoenician  com- 
merce settlements  in  Sicily,  long  before  the  first  Greek  settlers  came 
to  the  island.  It's  name,  however,  which  means  "always  fit  for  landing" 
bestowed  because  of  its  excellent  harbor,  is  Greek,  probably  changed 
for  convenience  from  a Phoenician  name  meaning  the  same  thing,  some- 
time in  the  6th  Century  BC,  when  the  Greek  language  was  predominent 
all  over  the  island.  From  the  Phoenicians  it  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  Carthaginians  who  apparently  held  it  until  it  was  captured  by 
the  Romans  in  254  BC,  during  the  First  Punic  War. 

******************************************************************** 
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HERACLI US  - BYZANTINE  TACTICIAN 
& RESTORER  OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS 


by  Lee  Grossman  3 San  Antonio3 
Texas } NLG3  TNA 3 NI  # 1707 


HERACLIUS,  the  son  of  the  Exarch  (imperial  governor)  of  North  Africa, 
was  born  in  Cappadocia  (Turkey)  about  575  AD.  In  the  year  610,  he 
joined  his  father  in  leading  a revolt  against  the  reigning  emperor,  the 
tyrannical  Phocas.  He  sailed  from  Carthage,  seized  Constantinople  , 
had  Phocas  put  to  death  and  ascended  the  throne. 

In  this  period,  the  Byzantine  Empire  was  seriously  threatened  by  the 
invasion  of  the  Asian  Avars,  who  swept  across  southern  Russia  and  into 
the  Balkans,  which  they  raided  in  conjunction  with  the  infiltration  of 
Slavic  tribes  from  the  north.  Simultaneously,  the  empire  was  attacked, 
both  in  Asia  Minor  and  in  Egypt,  by  Persia.  Constantinople  was  besieged 
jointly  Ky  the  Persians  and  the  Avars  in  619  and  again  in  626. 

To  face  the  double  danger,  Heraclius  accelerated  the  militarization  of 
the  empire.  The  former  political  system,  consisting  of  separate 
civilian  and  military  administrations,  was  replaced  by  one  incorporating 
provinces,  called  themes,  in  which  the  military  commanders  also  wielded 
civilian  authority.  The  Avars  were  gradually  pushed  back  from  the 
capital  toward  central  Europe,  where  they  settled.  A series  of  great 
campaigns  agains  Persia  began  in  622  and  assumed  the  character  of  a 
crusade,  because  their  goal  was  the  rescue  of  a cross--presumed  to  be 
the  Holy  Cross--that  had  been  carried  off  by  the  Persians  after  their 
sack  of  Jerusalem  in  614.  By  628,  the  imperial  armies  reached  the 
vicinity  of  the  Persian  capital  of  Ctesiphon  (now  in  Iraq),  enemy 
resistance  collapsed,  and  Heraclius  solemnly  restored  the  Cross  to 
Jerusalem  in  the  spring  of  630  AD. 

To  parallel  his  administrative  reorganization  of  the  empire,  Heraclius 
attempted  religious  reforms.  He  sought  to  mediate  between  the  orthodox 
party  and  the  Monophysites  of  the  eastern  provinces  by  imposing  the 
Monothelite  doctrine  on  the  empire.  Neither  party  was  pleased  and  it 
aroused  serious  disturbances. 

While  his  outstanding  military  victories  may  have  strengthened  the 
empire  in  the  long  run,  the  constant  wars  and  religious  dissension  left 
it  unable  to  stem  a new  Muslim  threat  that  was  rising  in  Arabia.  Before 
the  end  of  his  reign,  Syria,  Palestine  and  Egypt  fell  to  Islam. 

Heraclius  died  in  641  A.D. 

Coinage  of  Heraclius  falls  into  three  groups:  (1)  Heraclius,  as  sole 
ruler  between  610  and  613;  (2)  Heraclius  and  his  son,  Heraclius  Con- 
stantine, between  613  and  638  (a  representative  coin  illustrates  this 
article 3 A.Ed.)\  (3)  Heraclius,  Heraclius  Constantine,  and  the  youngest 
son,  Heraclonas,  from  638. 

A new  silver  coin,  called  the  hexagram,  was  first  minted  about  615  AD. 


Gold  Solidus  of  Heraclius  & 
Heraclius  Constantine 
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A series  of  thick,  dumpy  fabric  gold  coins  were  struck  at  Carthaae. 
Bronze  coinage,  similar  to  the  gold  and  silver,  was  struck.  These  had 
the  bust  of  Heraclius;  the  standing  figures  of  Heraclius  and  Constantine 
three  standing  figures — either  Heraclius  and  Constantine  with  Empress 
Martina  or  with  Heraclonas.  Besides  Constantinople,  two  additional 
mints  at  Isauria  and  Cyprus  came  into  use  for  a short  time  for  the 
issuance  of  bronze  coins. 

A few  months  following  the  death  of  Heraclius,  the  eldest  son,  Heraclius 
Constantine,  died.  The  empress  Martina  and  Heraclonas  were  expelled. 

Constantine  III,  son  of  Heraclius  Constantine,  was  proclaimed  emperor 
in  641  AD.  Although  the  name  of  this  emperor  is  clearly  shown  on  the 
coins  as  Constantine,  he  became  known  to  history  by  the  name  of  Constans 
II.  Constans  reduced  the  twelve  mints  of  Heraclius  to  five:  Constan- 
tinople; in  Sicily;  at  Carthage,  Rome  and  Ravenna. 

Bibliography:  R.A.G.  Carson,  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD. 


★★★★*■*•★******★  *■**★■*■*  ★•*■**★  *****■*■■*■■*■★**★★★★★*■*■*  ******  *★*★■*★ 

POMPEY  AGAINST  THE  PIRATES 

by  the  late  Larry  Devine3  NI  # 1832 


CILICIA:  SOLI  with  the  name  POMPEIOPOLIS.,  AD  230.  AE  35  3 Bust  of 
Julia  Mamaea  rt.  Rev. : nOMIIHIOITOAEITA  ; City-Tyche,  veiled  and  tur- 

reted 3 standing  left  on  rooks;  river  god  swimming  left,  at  her  feet;  in 

field 3 left.  N.  BMC  , Weber  , Hunter  . F-VF , a scratch  on 

obverse.  R.R. 

Most  people  have  heard  of  Pompey's  great  feat  of  ridding  the  pirate- 
infested  waters  of  the  Mediterranean  of  all  pirates,  and  doing  it  in 
just  60  days.  What  is  not  so  well  known  is  what  he  did  with  all  the 
pirates,  since  only  a few  were  sent  back  to  Rome.  He  brought  them  to 
the  ancient  city  of  Soli,  which  Tigranes  of  Armenia  had  destroyed  in 
83  BC,  gave  them  land  and  the  chance  to  start  over  again.  The  pirates 
showedtheir  gratitude  by  renaming  the  city  in  his  honor.  (Please  be 
assured,  that  this  praise  of  Pompey  does  not  mean  that  I place  him  in 
a class  with  Caesar,  as  a general.  My  ratings  are:  1)  Alexander,  2) 
Caesar  and  3)  Napoleon,  and  it  would  take  a whale  of  an  argument  to 
convince  me  otherwise). 


********************************************************************* 
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RECALLING  WHEN  LEPERS  HAD  TO  USE  THEIR  OWN  MONEY 


by  Dr.  Marvin  Kay  3 Toronto > Ontario , Canada 3 NIH20Z6 

(Reprinted  from  the  TORONTO  COIN  CLUB  BULLETIN,  March  1983} 

From  the  earliest  days  of  recorded  history,  leprosy  had  generated  such 
a feeling  of  dread  that  the  unfortunate  sufferers  of  this  disease  were 
isolated  from  the  rest  of  society. 

These  separated  communities  could  range  in  size  from  a single  hospital 
building  on  the  far  edge  of  the  town,  to  a large  village  that  was  en- 
tirely self-contained  and  self-sufficient.  These  larger  villages  pro- 
duced their  own  food  and  also  manufactured  goods  for  their  own  use. 

Such  communities  were  variously  known  as  leper  colonies,  leprosaries, 
or  lazarettos.  Today,  leprosy  is  called  Hansen's  Disease,  The  con- 
dition can  be  controlled  with  sulfones  so  that  the  patient  no  longer 
has  to  be  removed  from  his  family  and  community. 

Some  of  the  larger  leper  colonies  even  went  so  far  as  to  issue  their 
own  currency  in  the  form  of  coins  or  paper  money.  According  to  R.d. 
Popkin,  Medicine  in  Numismatics,  the  leper  colonies  that  issued  their 
own  money  were  in  Japan,  Thailand,  Panama,  Colombia  and  the  Philippines, 
The  leper  colony  currency  was  equivalent  to,  but  separate  from,  the 
regular  currency  of  the  host  country.  The  apparent  purpose  of  this 
parallel  currency  system  was  to  keep  the  "diseased"  money  of  the 
lazaretto  separate  from  the  "healthy"  money  in  circulation  in  the  rest 
of  the  country. 

For  example,  suppose  a Philippi  no  wanted  to  give  some  money  to  a pa- 
tient at  the  Culion  Island  Leper  Colony.  He  would  go  to  the  adminis- 
tration office  and  deposit  the  money,  in  regular  pesos,  to  the  account 
of  the  patient.  The  patient  would  then  receive  an  equivalent  amount 
of  money,  but  it  would  be  paid  out  in  Culion  pesos.  Now  the  patient 
could  purchase  goods  and  services  from  the  other  residence  of  the 
leper  colony.  This  transfer  of  funds  also  worked  in  the  reverse  di- 
rection. If  the  patient  wanted  to  send  money  to  his  family  or  friends 
on  the  "outside,"  he  would  deposit  his  leper  colony  coins  to  the  office 
which  would  then  issue  the  same  amount,  in  regular  coins,  to  the  visi- 
tor. 


The  Philippine  Government  Mint  at  Manila  struck 
this  issue  of  Culion  Leper  coins.  Notice  the  small 
P3M  under  the  stars  flanking  the  rev.  words  " ONE  PESO”. 
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The  leper  colony  at  Culion  was  established  in  1906  on  an  island  in 
the  South  China  Sea.  It  is  located  about  300  km.  southwest  of  the 
capital  city  of  Manila.  Culion  coins  are  found  in  six  different 
denominations,  from  the  1/2  centavo  up  to  one  peso.  They  were  first 
issued  in  1913  and  the  final  date  of  issue  was  1930. 

Culion  coins  were  minted  on  an  irregular  basis  as  the  need  arose,  so 
we  can  find  Culion  coins  dated  1920,  1922,  1925  and  1927.  Illustra- 
ted is  the  1925  peso.  In  the  centre  of  the  coin  is  the  emblem  of  the 
Philippine  Health  Service  with  a winged  caduceus  and  two  entwined 
snakes.  Above  the  crest  is  an  eagle  with  outstretched  wings,  repre- 
senting the  U.S.  , which  held  sovereignty  over  the  Philippines  at  that 
time.  Below  the  crest  is  a ribbon  with  the  motto,  "For  a Healthy 
Nation. " 

The  reverse  of  the  coin  shows  a portrait  of  Jose  Rizal.  Rizal  was  a 
physician  who  was  honored  on  many  of  the  coins  and  banknotes  of  the 
Philippines  as  the  hero  whose  martyrdom  became  a symbol  of  the  strug- 
gle for  Philippine  independence  from  Spain. 

In  contrast  to  the  relatively  attractive  coins  of  the  Culion  Leper 
Colony,  are  the  rather  prosaic  coins  of  the  leper  colonies  in  Columbia. 
The  Colombia  lazarettos  were  located  in  the  towns  of  Aqua  de  Dios, 

Cano  de  Loro  and  Contratacion. 


Colombia's  Copper-nickel  50  Centavos 
Lazaretto  coin.  120 3 OOO  minted. 


Pictured  above  is  a coin  from  Colombia's  leper  colonies.  The  name  of 
the  country  is  above  and  the  date  below.  In  the  centre,  set  inside 
a stylized  cross,  is  the  word,  "Lazaretto."  (There  is  only  one  1 t ' 
in  the  Spanish  spelling.)  On  the  reverse  side  is  only  the  denomination 
— no  design,  no  portrait.  These  Colombia  "lazareto"  coins  were  pro- 
duced in  10  denominations  (from  one  centavo  up  to  five  pesos)  and 
with  four  different  dates  (1901,  1907,  1921  and  1928).  Colombia 
closed  its  leper  hospitals  in  the  1950s. 

All  leper  colony  coinage  is  scarce  mainly  because  the  coins  were  pro- 
duced in  relatively  small  quantities.  For  example,  there  were  only 
20,000  pieces  made  of  the  Culion  one-peso  coin  of  1925  pictured  here. 

By  way  of  comparison,  the  Royal  Canadian  Mint  produced  over  half  a 
billion  one-cent  pieces  in  1981!  Also,  many  leper  colony  coins  were 
melted  down  when  there  was  no  longer  any  need  to  isolate  the  leprous 
patients,  according  to  J.M.  Dryoff,  Canadian  Coin  News. 

Hr.  Kay  is  a Toronto  Anesthetist. 

Cur  Thanks  to  George  Dunn3  Editor  of  the  Toronto  Coin  Club  Bulletin 
for  reprint  permission  for  this  article  and  other  upcoming  articles ■ 
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ABOUT  THOSE  COUNTERSTAMPS:  MALTA 


by  Paul  F.L.  de  Groot,  Calgary , Alberta , CANADA , NIU1786 

Many  years  ago  I saw  at  a local  coin  shop  a very  dirty  worn  coin  with 
three  counterstamps  and  possibly  a fourth.  Neither  the  dealer  nor  I 
knew  what  it  was  let  alone  its  value  (still  unknown  to  me  for  that 
matter),  but  we  soon  agreed  upon  a price  and  I took  it  home.  Upon 
cleaning  the  coin  I discovered  it  had  no  less  than  seven  counterstamps 
{fig.  1).  Who  says  you  should  not  clean  coins?  I quickly  settled  upon 


77 

(Fig.  1) 

Malta  as  the  homeland  of  the  piece,  but  for  lack  of  books  did  not  get 
any  farther  than  that  it  was  issued  by  Grandmaster  John  Paul  Lascaris 
Castellar  (1636-1657). 

For  one  thing  I had  thought  that  all  stamps  dated  from  the  17th  century 
and  I could  not  find  the  symbols  on  the  few  coats  of  arms  of  that  cen- 
tury's grandmasters  that  I had  seen  in  auction  catalogs,  except  the 
double-headed  eagle, I thought  it  was  the  oldest  counterstamp  and  be- 
longed, so  I believed,  to  Lascaris.  I guessed  at  the  sequence  of  marks 
and  called  for  assistance  from  my  friends  at  the  Royal  Coin  Cabinet  in 
The  Hague.  They  dug  up  an  old  article  on  these  countermarks  and  sent 
me  its  conclusions.  The  only  thing  that  surprised  me  was  that  the  lamb, 
which  to  me  looked  like  the  most  recent,  was  assigned  to  Raymond  Perel- 
los  (1697-1729).  Moreover  the  undocumented  article  assigned  the  mono- 
gram, read  as  MA  to  Emanuel  Pinto  (1741-1773)  and  my  friend's  specu- 
lation that  it  could  be  AVM  for  Antoine  Manoel  de  Vilhena  (1722-1736) 
and  that  seemed  reasonable  to  me.  Other  sources  that  I saw  later  had 
the  same  sequence  as  the  article.  It  is  only  recently  that  I came  upon 
a well  documented  article  by  J.  Sammut  in  Seaby's  Coin  and  Medal  Bul- 
letin of  June  1964  which  has  the  right  sequence  of  the  marks.  The  same 
sequence  is  mentioned  in  a 1975  revision  of  an  older  article  in  Brunk's 
compilation  World  Countermarks  on  Medieval  and  Modern  Coins. 

When  Lascaris  became  grandmaster  the  whole  Mediterranean  world  was  in 
turmoil  with  all  major  powers  (Turkey,  France,  Spain  and  Venice)  con- 
stantly officially  and  unofficially  at  war.  Because  of  its  strategic 
location  Malta  could  of  course  not  stay  out  of  those  wars  completely. 
Because  the  coffers  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John  (the  rulers  of  Malta) 
were  empty  Lascaris  resorted  to  the  example  of  Grandmaster  LaValette  in 
1565  and  minted  copper  4 and  2 tari  tokens  to  replace  the  silver  pieces 
of  those  values.  He  had  so  many  struck  that  it  was  never  possible  to 
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redeem  them.  That  in  itself  would  have  been  bad  enough  as  the  people 
did  not  particularly  care  for  base  tokens.  But  soon  things  became  worse 
when  forgers  got  into  the  act,  and  stayed  in  it  for  the  next  century 
and  a half.  On  eight  occasions  the  grandmasters  judged  it  necessary 
to  have  the  genuine  coins  counterstamped.  So  only  one  stamp  is  missing 
on  my  coin  and  that  one  is  rare. 

My  piece  is  a 4 tari , struck  in  1636.  The  countermarks  in  sequence 
are: 

1)  a Double-Headed  Eagle:  Jean  Paul  Lascaris  Castellar  (1636- 
1657),  edict  May  1646 

2)  Head  of  St.  John  the  Baptist:  Rafael  Cotoner  (1660-1663), 
edict  Apri 1 1662 

3)  Crowned  Fleur-de-Lys : Adrien  de  Wignacourt  (1690-1697): 
edict  August  1696 

4)  Crowned  Star:  Ramon  Despuig  (1736-1741):  edict  December  1740. 

This  is  the  mark  that  is  missing  on  my  coin. 

5)  Crowned  Crescent:  Emanuel  Pinto  de  Fonseca  (1741-1772): 
edict  January  1741 

6)  Monogram  MA:  the  same,  edict  May  1766 

7)  Crowned  Mascule  (Diamond):  Emanuel  de  Rohan  Poldhuc  (1775- 
1797):  edicts  June  1777  and  January  1778 

8)  Paschal  (Easter)  Lamb  carrying  the  banner  of  the  Order:  the 
same.  Edict  July  1792 

It  is  not  surprising  that  my  battered  piece  does  not  show  very  much 
of  the  original  design,  the  crowned  coat„of  arms  of  Lascaris  with 
his  titles  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  two  clasped  hands,  1636 
above  and  T.4  below,  with  the  motto  Non  Aes  Sed  Fides  around,  which 
means  "Not  Copper  But  Trust"  (in  silver  value,  I suppose).  The  in- 
scription area  fared  somewhat  better  than  the  central  part  of  my 
coin. 


Since  that  first  coin  I have  acquired  several  of  these  battered  four 
and  two-Tari  pieces,  including  one  with  the  Star  (Fig.  2).  This  is 
scarce  as  Ramon  Despuig  died  on  January  15,  1741  and  his  successor, 
elected  on  the  18th,  lost  no  time  in  changing  the  mark  to  his  own. 

Another  piece  that  entered  my  collection  was  a four  Tari  of  Grand- 
master Jean  Parisot  de  la  Valette  (1557-1568)  issued  in  copper  to 
finance  the  fortification  of  Malta  after  the  Great  Siege  of  1565. 
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This  was  the  first  such  piece. 


It  tools  counterstamped  with  all  stamps  the  same  as  those  on  the 
Lascans  pieces  except  the  first.  The  double  eagle  is  in  a square 
instead  of  in  a circle.  (Fig.  3.)  In  Schembi-s  book  on  the  coins  of 
M*!t * th,?rex  1S  such  a Piece  with  the  double  eagle  in  a square  cut 
shield  (p).  Possibly  La  Valette's  coins  were  validated  at  a dif- 
ferent time  or,  less  likely,  at  a different  rate.  I wrote  Malta  for 
information  but  received  no  information. 


Several  Maltese  Grandmasters  also  counterstamped  Dutch  liondollars. 

In  none  of  the  book  on  Maltese  coinage  that  I have  seen  is  there  in- 
formation on  these  pieces,  and  my  request  for  information  remains  un- 
answered. Unfortunately  I do  not  possess  any.  They  are  much  rarer 
than  the  copper  pieces. 

Recently  I found  a piece  on  the  counterstamped  liondollars  in  the 
N^smatic  Chronicle , 1963,  pp.  149-155  by  Victor  F.  Denaro.  Accordinq 
to  this  article  a decree  of  20  August  1609  of  the  Council  of  the 
Order  of  St.  John  shows  that  German  and  Hungarian  thalers  had  been 
countermand  during  the  Grandmaster  Alof  de  Wignacourt  (1601-1622) 
with  his  arms  (lilies)  on  a shield.  This  mark  has  been  mainly  en- 

dpUpjN!ipd^fi9^?2^i11^S^aS^aSuthe  peacock  of  Grandmaster  Antoine 
?^tpi  Ihe  Jouble-headed  eagle  of  John  Paul  Lascaris  de 

oastellar  (1636-1657)  has  been  found  on  other  Dutch  dollars. 


ISRAEL,  50  SHEQALIM,  1984 

by  John  De  Marais,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1539 


has  r^duced  the  value  of  the  sheqal  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  the  fiftv-sheqal  note  is  now  only  worth  about  thirty  cents 
As  a consequence,  a fifty-sheqal  coin  has  been  introduced.  It  is  alum- 
inum-bronze, is  28mm  in  diameter  and  has  a reeded  edge.  The  obverse 

• Thp^nia  6 image  °Vn  a"cient  Jewish  coin  and  a very  small  state  shield 
The  plain  reverse  has  the  value,  the  date  and  two  eight-pointed  stars 

[onn^hPoJhe  Va  U*'  WUh  riple  digit  inflation,  Israel  can  expect 
lnnofh  q -?1nS  ln  3 C0UPle  of  years,  perhaps  combined  with  a new 
monetary  unit  representing  some  multiple  of  the  sheqal 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

C^  = Complete  with  at  least  one  Uncirculated  type.  CX( ) = Complete 

except  for  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  mul- 
tiple for  the  particular  year. 

HUNGARY  (Continued  from  last  month):  Y61  - 1947;  Y66  - 1947;  Y70  - 

1950,  1955,  1961,  1962,  1963,  1965,  1971;  Y71  - 1956,  1957,  1961, 

1963,  1964,  1965,  1970;  Y72  - 1961,  1962,  1964,  1965;  Y72a  - 1968, 

1969,  1970,  1978,  1979;  Y73  - 1963,  1964,  1965;  Y73a  - C to  1979  X 

XW2,  1973,  1975  , 1976  , 1977);  Y74  - 1953;  Y75  - 1952;  Y80  - 1957, 

1965;  Y80a  - 1967,  1968,  1969,  1970,  1977,  1979;  Y81a  - 1964;  Y97  - 

1969,  1976  , 1978,  1979;  Y98  - 1967;  Y117  - 1970,  1978,  1979;  Y116  - 
1971  , 1978;  Y117  - 1971  , 1972;  Y126  - C. 

ICELAND:  Y1  - 1939,  1940,  1942;  Y2  - CX  (1938);  Y3  - C;  Y4  - CX 

0 922,"  1925 , 1939/6);  Y5  - 1937  , 1940;  Y5a  - C;  Y6  - CX  (1940  Cop.); 

Y7  - 1940;  Yll  - CX  (1966);  Y12  - CX  (1959);  Y13  - CX  (1946,  1958, 

1960,  1965,  1966  plain,  1967,  1969  fine);  Y13a  - 1971;  Y14  - CX  (1966, 
1967);  YA15  - 1969,  1971;  Y15  - C;  Y15a  - CX  (1966,  1970,  1973  both 
var.  , 1974,  1975);  Y16  - C;  Y16a  - CX  (1966);  Y18  - C to  1971;  Y19  - 
1967,  1970,  1971  ; Y20  - C;  Y21  - 1970. 

INDIA  - NATIVE  STATES: 

Baroda:  Y32a  - VS  1948. 

Bikanir:  Y18  - 1892. 

Gwalior:  Y46  - VS  1953;  Y49  - VS  1986;  Y50  - VS  1999. 

Hyderabad:  Y46a  - AH1330;  Y48  - 1344. 

Jaipur:  Y19  - 1944. 

Jodhpur:  Y40  - date  off. 

Junhgadh:  Y6.2  - VS  1964. 

Kutch:  Y46  - 1920;  Y47  - 1920;  Y55  - 1929;  Y56  - 1929;  Y57  - 1931; 

Y65  - VS  1992;  Y76  - 1944;  Y77  - 1943;  Y78  - VS  1999;  Y79  - 1943, 

VS  2000;  Y80  - VS  1999. 

Pudukkottai : Y1  - C. 

Tonk:  Y29  - C;  Y29a  - C. 

Travancore:  Y30a  - C;  Y41  - Think;  Y46a  - ME 1116. 

INDIA  - PORTUGUESE:  Y18  - 1901;  Y26a  - C;  Y17  - 1947;  Y28  - 1952; 

Y34  - C;  V 35  -”'1 95"9 ; Y36  - 1959  ; Y37  - C;  Y38  - C;  Y39  - C. 

INDIA  - BRITISH:  Bengal  - C706d  - C;  C718  - C.  Bombay  - C591a  - C; 

C592a  - C.  Madras  - C431  - C.  British  Colonial  - C865  - CX  (1835M); 
C866  - C;  C867  - C;  C867a  - 1858;  C868  - 1853B;  Yl.l  - 1841C;  Yla.2  - 
C;  Y2a.2  - C;  Y3a.l  - 1840C;  Y4.4  -1840B;  Y4a.2  - 1840C. 

INDIA  - BRITISH  REGAL:  Y16  - 1886B,  1890C,  1895C,  1901C;  Y17  - 1894, 

1897;  Y18  - 1877C,  1890,  1891;  Y23  - 1901C;  Y27  - 1906;  Y27a  - 1907; 

Y29a  - 1907;  Y30  - 1910;  Y31  - 1903;  Y32  - 1907;  Y35  - 1918,  1919, 

1920,  1921  , 1926B , 1927B,Cc  1928C,  1929,  1932,  1933,  1935  , 1936B  ,C ; 

Y36  - 1912  , 1918,  1921  , 1936;  Y37  - 1917,  1920,  1926C,  1930C,  1936B ,C; 
Y38  - 1919,  1935B , 1936B;  Y39  - 1927B,  1929;  Y40  - 1919C;  Y43  - 1919; 
Y45  - 1913B,  1918C;  Y47  - 1939B.  (Continued  next  month) 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  the  books  noted 
in  this  section. ) 

Mike  Jones  issues  guide  for  Japanese  "Cash"  Coins 

ATTRIBUTION  GUIDE  TO  SHIN  KANEI  TSUH03  by  Robert  Mike  Jones.  A handy 
guide  and  catalog  on  how  to  identify  each  of  these  Japanese  "cash" 
coins  from  1668  to  the  1860's.  Each  coin  is  named  and  dated  followed 
by  clear  descriptions  and  pointers.  254  coins  are  illustrated  using 
coin  rubbings  of  both  obverse  and  reverse.  Overall  book  size  is  8h  x 
10^  inches,  glossy  pages,  catalog  format  (paper  covers).  Coins  are 
cross-referenced  to  Ogawa  Yoshinori's  catalog  numbers,  with  up  to  date 
price  guide  in  Yen  (actual  selling  prices  in  Japan),  and  a helpful  in- 
troduction. 

Available  from  the  author-publisher,  Robert  Mike  Jones,  6 Jay  St., 
Gloversvi 1 le , N.Y.  12078.  $10.00  U.S.A.,  $12.00  overseas  airmail. 

5 or  more  copies  - $6.00  U.S.A.  , $8.00  overseas  airmail  each. 

(Mike  Jones  is  also  editor-publisher  of  the  informative  Japanese  Cash 
Collector.  Ask  him  about  it  when  you  write.) 


New  English  coinage  history  reference  released 

A HISTORY  OF  MODERN  ENGLISH  COINAGE:  HENRY  VII  TO  ELIZABETH  II 3 by 

James  MacKay.  Described  as  a "detailed  history",  this  book  covers  al- 
most 500  years  of  modern  English  coinage,  from  the  primitive  hammered 
coins  of  Henry  VII  to  the  second  generation  of  current  decimal  coins. 
Not  only  are  the  various  coin  types  described  and  illustrated,  but 
their  significance  in  the  context  of  history,  economics  and  prevailing 
social  conditions  is  explored  to  show  how  economic  crisis,  political 
changes  and  social  upheavals  of  the  period  affected  the  coins  and  how 
they  were  used.  £7.45  Postpaid.  B.  A.  Seaby,  11  Margaret  Street, 
London  WIN  8AT,  England. 


Seaby  releases  3 new  books 

BRITISH  TOKENS  AND  THEIR  VALUES.  Seaby  states  that  "this  is  the  only 
compact  collector's  guide  to  British  tokens  with  values  and  will  prove 
indispensable  to  anyone  who  has  a token  to  identify  and  wishes  to  know 
its  approximate  value".  172  illustrations.  200  pages.  £8. 40/US  $15 
postpaid. 

SEABY  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  (VOL.  I)  20th  EDITION  - COINS  OF  ENGLAND  AND 
THE  UNITED  KINGDOM.  Over  6,500  coins  are  listed  with  values  and  more 
than  1,000  illustrations  are  included.  320pp.  £11. 60/US  $20  postpaid. 

SEABY  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  (VOL.  II)  - COINS  OF  SCOTLAND 3 IRELAND  AND 
THE  ISLANDS.  Seaby  states  that  "the  whole  text  has  been  completely 
reset  and  brought  up  to  date  with  the  new  issues  and  current  values 
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in  a format  which  matches  the  20th  edition  of  the  SEABY  STANDARD  CATA- 
LOGUE - COINS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM . " 236pp,  over  650 

illustrations.  £ll . 40/US  $18.50  postpaid. 

All  three  of  these  new  catalogs  may  be  ordered  from  Seaby  (address 
above) . 


GERMANY  , GOLD  5 MARK  PIECES 

by  John  DeMarais , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1529 

One  of  the  curious  issues  of  the  German  Empire  is  the  small,  gold  5-mark 
coin  which  was  struck  in  1877  and  1878  only.  This  coin  was  17mm  in 
diameter,  had  a gross  weight  of  1.991  grams,  and  was  composed  of  90% 
gold  and  10%  copper.  Oddly,  it  is  one  of  the  few  gold  coins  which  has 
a smooth  edge.  A total  of  5,593,985  were  struck. 

The  gold  5-marks  circulated  alongside  the  silver  pieces  of  the  same 
denomination.  A total  of  14,362,093  of  the  latter  were  struck  in  the 
years  1874-1876.  The  gold  coin  seems  to  have  been  struck  to  limit  the 
use  of  silver  in  German  currency  after  the  adoption  of  the  gold  stand- 
ard in  1871.  The  coinage  in  total  of  5-mark  coins  is  rather  small  and 
reflects  the  continued  importance  of  the  old  thalers  which  continued 
to  circulate  at  three  marks.  The  issuance  of  small  gold  coins  is  ex- 
pensive and  they  are  not  convenient.  As  a consequence,  when  the  coin- 
age of  five-mark  coins  resumed  in  the  late  1880‘s,  all  were  struck  in 
silver.  On  October  1,  1900  all  gold  five-mark  coins  were  demonetized 
and  withdrawn  from  circulation.  At  the  end  of  1906  only  744,014  had 
not  been  redeemed. 


Bavaria 


Wurttemberg 


Baden 


Hesse-Darmstadt 
Type  II  head 


Hamburg 


The  coins  were  struck  by  all  nine  German  mints,  but  these  mints  struck 
gold  five  mark  coins  only  for  those  states  which  operated  mints.  Coins 
were  struck  with  the  heads  of  the  rulers  of  Prussia,  Bavaria,  Wurttem- 
berg, Saxony,  Baden  and  Hesse-Darmstadt.  Those  struck  by  Hamburg  bore 
the  arms  of  that  city.  Those  of  Hesse-Darmstadt  come  with  two  differ- 
ent heads  of  Grand  Duke  Ludwig  III  since  his  portrait  was  changed 
during  1877. 


BOOK  REVIEWS 

THE  IMAGE  MAKER:  THE  ART  OF  JAMES  BERRY  by  J.R.  Tye . Will 
be  published  November  19.  1984  by  Hodder  & Stroughton  of  New 
Zealand.  Regular  edition  will  be  offered  at  a special  pre- 
publication price  of  $18.95  (U.S.)  and  a deluxe  hardcover 
edition  (100  copies)  at  US$60  (both  postpaid).  192  pages. 
Available  from  Modern  Coin  Inc.,  P.0.  Box  50-193*  Porirua, 
Wellington,  New  Zealand. 

For  several  decades  until  his  death  in  1979*  James  Berry  de- 
signed many  of  New  Zealand's  postage  stamps„  More  recently, 
he  designed  a number  of  coins  for  New  Zealand  and  the  Cook 
Islands,  including  the  current  decimal  coins  of  N.Z.  He 
also  designed  a number  of  medallions  as  well  as  being  one  of 
the  world’s  leading  coin  & stamp  designers.  This  biography 
traces  Berry's  early  life  and  traces  the  development  of  his 
career  as  a designer.  There  are  also  essays  by  James  Brodie 
on  Berry's  work  as  a stamp  designer  and  by  J.N.L.  Searle  & 
C.R.H.  Taylor  on  his  numismatic  contributions.  Appendices 
list  his  designs  in  both  fields  and  his  leading  designs  are 
illustrated  (the  stamps  in  full  colour). 

- Information  from  Jerry  Remick 

***** 

COINS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  edited  by  P.  Frank 
Purvey  has  just  been  released  at  US$17. 5°  postpaid  from  the 
publisher,  B.A.  Seaby  Ltd.,  Audley  House,  11  Margaret  Street, 
London,  England  WIN  8At.  320  pages,  hardcover,  glossy  pages, 
5"x  8£". 


This  book  covers  all  coins,  in  all  metals,  used  in  the  Brit- 
ish Isles.  It  begins  with  the  Celtic  coinage  made  in  Gaul 
and  brought  with  the  European  peoples  when  they  migrated  to 
England  and  ends  with  the  coins  of  1984  of  Elizabeth  II. 

Coins  are  listed  by  denomination  for  each  monarch.  The  first 
few  chapters  cover  Celtic,  Roman  Britain  and  Anglo-Saxon 
coins.  Beginning  with  Charles  II,  the  various  dates  for  each 
type  coin  are  listed  and  valued.  Previous  (i.e.  hammered) 
coinage  are  listed  by  type  with  the  date  range  given.  A 
photo  of  both  sides  of  all  type  coins  is  given  as  well  as 
those  for  important  die  varieties.  Mintages  are  not  given. 
Valuations  are  for  2 to  3 grades  (F,  VF,  EF  for  more  recent 
issues).  Irish  and  Scottish  coins  are  not  included.  The 
editor  states  that  price  changes  in  this  edition  represent 
about  an  equal  number  of  ups  & downs  and  this  catalogue  is 
the  standard  used  by  many  for  valuations  in  this  series. 

- Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

***** 

MODERN  SILVER  COINAGE  1983-  Booklet,  40  pages,  8|"x  11", 
Available  from  The  Silver  Institute,  Suite  1138,  1001  Conn- 
ecticut Ave . N.W.,  Washington,  DC  20036  USA  at  US$7  postpaid. 

Silver  coins  struck  in  1983  are  listed  by  country  in  alpha- 


betical  order.  There  are  no  photos.  Diameter,  weight  in 
grams,  silver  content  and  fineness,  mintage,  name  & address 
of  the  issuing  mint,  brief  description  of  the  design  and  the 
occasion  for  issuing,  separate  mintage  figures  for  proof  and 
UNC  specimens  are  given  for  each  listed  coin.  The  total  a- 
mount  of  silver  used  for  all  issues  and  total  face  value  for 
all  issues  are  given  for  each  country.  In  1983 » 77  countrie 
made  264  coinage  issues  using  9,921,868  troy  ounces  of  silve 
30  mints  struck  the  1983  silver  coins  and  their  addresses  are 
given  in  an  appendix.  The  5 countries  that  used  the  most 
silver  in  silver  coinage  in  1983  with  the  number  of  ounces  in 
brackets  ares  France  (2,171,525),  USA  (1,959*808),  Austria 
(1,784,250),  Portugal  (777,425)  and  Isle  of  Man  (351,952). 


s 
e 


- Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


***** 

MODERN  GOLD  COINAGE  1983.  Booklet,  30  pages,  8i"x  11".  A- 
vailable  at  US$7  postpaid  from  The  Gold  Institute  (same  add- 
ress as  the  Silver  Institute  given  above). 


This  booklet  is  similar  in  nature  to  Modem  Silver  Coinage 
1983  except  that  it  is  concerned  with  both  commemorative  and 
bullion  gold  coins.  In  1983,  65  countries  struck  181  issues 
using  4,662,467  troy  ounces  of  gold  at  24’  different  mints. 
Canadian  and  South  African  bullion  coins,  Olympic  coins  for 
the  1984  Winter  Games  at  Sarajevo  and  the  1984  Summer  Games 
in  Los  Angeles  accounted  for  much  of  the  1983  gold  coins. 

The  5 countries  which  used  the  most  gold  in  gold  coinage  in 
I983  with  the  number  of  troy  ounces  in  brackets  are:  Repub- 
lic of  South  Africa  (3,457,533),  Canada  (886,740),  Austria 
(66,242),  China  (34,780)  and  Hong  Kong  (25,90 5). 

-Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  MALAYS I A-S INGAP ORE -BRUNEI  COINS  & PA- 
PER MONEY  1985  by  Steven  Tan.  178  pages,  6 3/4"x  10",  glo- 
ssy paper,  thick  plastic-covered  paper  covers.  US$9  post- 
paid (seamail)  from:  International  Stamp  & Coin  Co.  Ltd., 

GP0  Box  12016,  Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia. 

Part  1 covers  the  coins  of  British  North  Borneo,  British 
Trade  Dollars,  Brunei,  Malaya,  Malaya  & British  Borneo, 
Malaysia,  Penang,  Sarawak,  Singapore  Merchant  Tokens,  Sing- 
apore, Singapore  gold  bullion  coins  and  Straits  Settlements. 
Clear  photos  illustrate  all  type  coins.  Mintages  and  valu- 
ations in  Malaysian  Ringgit  are  given  for  each  date  coin  in 
up  to  5 grades. 

Part  2 covers  the  paper  money  of  the  countries  listed  in 
Part  1 and  includes  Japanese  Occupation  Currency,  War  Loan 
Certificates  and  Rubber  Export  Coupons.  Photos  of  both 
sides  of  each  type  note  are  shown  as  are  valuations  in  up 
to  4 grades  for  all  type  notes  and  major  varieties  including 
date,  colour,  signature,  replacement  and  other  varieties. 
Valuations  are  realistic  and  this  is  the  6th  edition  of  this 
catalogue  which  is  now  the  standard  reference.  The  section 
on  Sarawak  paper  money  has  been  improved  in  this  edition 
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with  new  illustrations  and  data  supplied  hy  William  Christ- 
ensen. 

-Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

***** 

UNE  COLLECTION  DE  MONNAIES  DE  CUIVRE  ARABO-SASANIDE  (A  Coll- 
ection of  Copper  Arabo-Sasanian  Coins)  by  Raoul  Curiel  and 
Rika  Gyselen.  Studia  Iranica,  Cahier  2,  Association  pour 
l'avancement  des  etudes  Iraniennes,  Paris  1984.  Cardboard, 

6 13/l6"x  10  3/16",  x + 132  pps.,  6 plates.  Available  from 
Stephen  Album,  Box  7386,  Santa  Rosa,  California  95401  (phone 
707/526-3421 ) @ US$23  postpaid  or  from  E.  Peeters,  P.B.  41, 
B-3000,  Leuven,  Belgium. 

This  book  developed  from  5 articles  published  in  STUDIA  IR- 
ANICA from  I98O  to  I983  under  the  general  title  "Une  collec- 
tion de  monnaies  de  cuivre  Sasanides  tardives  et  Arabo-Sas- 
anides".  It  covers  43  different  types  (174  pieces)  of  which 
at  least  26  are  new.  All  these  pieces  are  rare  and  most 
collections,  public  or  private,  contain  few  (if  any).  The 
Cabinet  des  Medailles  in  Paris  is  fortunate  in  this  respect 
since  it  has  129  of  these  curious  bronze  Arabo-Sasanid  coins. 
Apart  from  a few  pieces  offered  by  Sotheby  and  Stephen  Album 
in  1983 » I do  not  recall  having  seen  similar  pieces  on  the 
market.  Album  has  more  such  pieces  which  likely  will  have 
been  offered  by  him  by  the  time  this  review  is  published. 

The  contents  of  the  catalogue  are  as  follows t Table  of  Con- 
tents, Notice,  Bibliographic  Abbreviations,  Other  Biblio- 
graphic_Citations , Introduction.  1)  Coins  with  mint  signa- 
ture (Bishapur,  Darabgird,  WYHC,  I^takfrr . Susa  (§us),  Tabar- 
istan,  Zaranj  and  Bishapur  (Addendum)).  2)_Coins  with  gov- 
ernor's names  (al-Haj jaj_b.  Yusuf,  Farrox-zad  (reverse  with 
fire  altar),  Farrox-zad  i Gusn-anosah,  Farrox-zad  (reverse 
with  ram)  and  Xaled  b.  Abbad) . 3)  Uncertain  mint  signatures 

or  governors  (coins  with  the  name  Xusro . or  with  the  legend 
abestan  ("confidence"),  or  with  the  bust  on  a crescent,  or 
with  the  bust  covered  with  pearls  or  with  the  legend  barakah 
("blessings")).  Comments  on  the  mint  signatures,  governors, 
dates,  metrology,  legends,  paleography  and  iconography. 
Conclusion  and  various  indexes  (types  of  spatial  organization, 
iconographic , legends  and  general). 

The  plates  are  excellent.  The  fine  line  drawings  of  the 
first  2 chapters  were  prepared  by  Mr.  Pier  Steensma  and  the 
others  by  Mme . Odile  Daune . 

The  authors  are  to  be  congratulated  for  this  needed  refer- 
ence in  this  arcane  field  of  numismatics.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  due  to  the  excessive  scarcity  of  the  coins  themselves, 
this  book  will  find  its  deepest  appreciation  only  among  a 
few  scholars  interested  in  a restricted  time  period;  for 
these  individuals,  the  catalogue  will  truly  be  a necessary 
addition  to  their  bookshelves. 

/ 

- Reviewed  by  Raymond  J.  Hebert 

***** 

DREVNIE  MONETY  TADZHIKISTANA  (Ancient  Coins  of  Tajikistan) 
by  Evgenii  Vladislavovich  Zeimal.  Published  by  Izdatel'stvo 
"Donish",  Dushanbe  at  3 Roubles,  90  kopeks  (in  the  USSR). 
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Soft  cardboard  covers  with  coloured  "coffee  table"  jacket. 

9 3/8"x  6 3/4",  300  pps . + 32  plates,  total  printing  of  2500 
copies.  Available  from  Victor  P.  Kamkin  Bookstore  Inc., 
12224  Parklawn  Drive,  Rockville,  Maryland  20852  USA  for 
US$  9.50  plus  postage. 


This  catalogue  of  1,977  ancient  coins  found  in  the  Tajikistan 
territory  is  well-written  in  an  easy  style  and  the  plates  are 


of  excellent  quality.  The  contents  are  as  follows:  Title 
Page  & Printing  Data,  Table  of  Contents,  Introduction;  Part 
1:  Imported  Foreign  Coins;  Part  2:  Local  Imitations  ("Barbar- 
ic Imitations");  Part  3‘  Kushan  Coins;  Part  4:  Post-Kushan 
Coins;  Conclusions;  Distribution  of  Ancient  Coin  Hoards 
found  in  territory  of  Tajikistan  1877/8-1981  (18  such  hoards) 
Bibliography;  Periodical  Abbreviations  and  the  Plates. 

Each  part  is  divided  into  chapters,  each  having  a catalogue. 
The  catalogue  consists  of  the  Zeimal"  number,  date  and  place 
where  found,  brief  description,  weight  in  grams,  diameter, 
die  axis,  place  where  now  deposited  with  inventory  number 
and  publication  data  where  applicable. 

Part  1 has:  Chapter  1:  Foreign  and  Achaemenid,  X-IV  centuries 
- 60  pieces  all  from  the  Taxt-i  Kobad  (Amur  Darya)  find  of 

30  BC-3rd  cent- 
Kobad  find  and 


BC 

1877  (Plate  1);  Chapter  2:  Early  Hellenistic, 
ury  AD  - 396  coins,  all  but  1 from  the  Taxt-i 
from  Philip  III  to  Antiochus  II  (Plates  1-4); 
Greco-Bactrian  from  Diodotus  to  Apollodotus  - 
(Plates  5-6);  Chapter  4:  Indian  Punchmarked  - 


Chapter  3 
90  coins 
40  coins, 


all 


from 

from 

find 

Part 


don  - 15 


the  1979  Taxt-i  Sangin  find  (Plate  7);  Chapter  5J  Roman 
Vespasian  to  Commodus  - 19  coins,  all  from  the  Muzhdun 
of  1930  (Plate  8).  Total:  605  pieces. 

_2:  Chapter  6:  Imitations  of  Types  of  Alexander  of  Mace- 
coins  (Plate  9);  Chapter  7 * Imitation  Silver  of 
Antiochus  I with  Horse  Head  on  Reverse  - 110  coins  (Plate  9); 
Chapter  8:  Imitations  of  Eucratides  - 50  coins  (Plates  10-12) 
Chapter  9:  Imitations  of  Heliocles  - 4l  coins  (Plates  13-15); 
Chapter  10:  Imitations  of  Phraates  IV  with  Counterstamp  on 
Bust  - 69  coins,  all  from  the  1978  Taxt-i  Sangin  find  (Pla- 
tes 16-17).  Total:  285  coins. 

Part  3 1 Chapter  11:  Tetradrachms  & Obols  of  Heraios  - 26 
coins  (Plate  18);  Chapter  12:  Basileous  Basileon  Soter  Megas 

- 269  coins  (Plates  19-20);  Chapter  13*  Wima  Kadphises  - 105 
coins  (Plate  21);  Chapter  14:  Gold  and  Bronze  of  Kanishka  I 

- 88. coins  (Plate  22);  Chapter  15s  Bronze  of  Huvishka  - 44 
coins  (Plate  23);  Chapter  16 : Gold  of  Vasudeva  - 36  coins 
(Plate  24);  Chapter  17:  Kanishka  III  - 42  coins  (Plate  25). 
Total:  610  coins. 

Part  4:  Chapter  18:  Imitation  Bronze  Coins  of  Huvishka  - 25 
coins  (Plate  26);  Chapter  19s  Imitation  Bronze  Coins  of  Vasu- 
deva - 166  coins  (Plates  27-28);  Chapter  20:  Imitation  Bronze 
Coins  of  Kanishka  III  - 31  coins  (Plate  29);  Chapter  21: 
Kushan-Sasanid  - 182  coins  (Plates  29-30)  and  Chapter  22: 
Anonymous  Sogdian  Coins  with  Archer  - 80  coins  (Plates  31-32) 


4 


Total:  4 77  coins. 

The  distribution  of  the  groups  is  interesting: 

Imported  Foreign  Coins 605  or  30.6$ 

Local  Imitations 285  or  14.4$ 

Kushan  Coins 610  or  30.8$ 

Post  Kushan  Coins 477  or  24.1$ 
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Many  of  the  coins  in  the  catalogue  are  unpublished.  This 
book  is  recommended  for  anyone  interested  in  the  early  coin- 
age of  Central  Asia. 

-Reviewed  by  Raymond  J.  Hebert 

***** 

GEMMY  ANTIHCNOGO  MIRA  (Cameos  of  the  Ancient  World)  by  Oleg 
Jakovlevich  Neverov.  Published  by  Izdatel'stvo  "Nauka" , 
Moscow  1983.  Soft  cardboard  covers,  4 13/l6"x  7 11/16", 

144  pps.  + 16  plates.  Total  printings  185,000  copies. 

Cost:  55  kopeks  or  US$2. 


This  well-written  booklet  is  a popular-scientific  treatment 
of  the  glyptic  of  the  ancient  world.  It  is  part  of  the  ser- 
ies "Iz  Istorii  Mirovoi  Kul'tury"  (From  the  History  of  World 
Culture).  Such  cameos  are  interesting  from  the  viewpoint  of 
the  art  of  engraving  and  the  iconography.  Included  in  this 
book  are  the  Introduction,  4 maps  and  chapters  coverings 
the  Aegean  World  & Archaic  Hellas;  Dexamenos  of  Chios  & His 
Contemporaries;  Cameos  of  the  Enigmatic  Etruscans;  Portrait 
of  the  Sovereign;  Masterpieces  Vanished  Without  Leaving  a 
Trace;  On  the  Track  of  the  Ancient  Ecumene ; Cameos  of  the 
Magi  & Gnostics  and  the  Decline  of  Ancient  Glyptics. 
Following  these  chapters  are  the  Conclusions,  a Glossary  of 
about  105  technical  terms  defined  for  the  general  reader  and 
the  Bibliography.  The  16  plates  display  some  100  remarkable 
ancient  works  of  art  which  are  unlikely  to  be  seen  outside 
a major  world  museum  such  as  the  Hermitage.  This  book  will 
be  of  interest  to  collectors  of  ancient  coins  as  well  as 
those  interested  in  the  history  of  art. 


-Reviewed  by  Raymond  J. 


Hebert 


*********************************************************************** 


AN  EXTRACT  FROM  "THE  LIFE  AND  ADVENTURES  OF  GEORGE  AUGUSTUS  SALA" 


Submitted  by  0.  D.  Cresswell 3 Belfast 3 Northern  Ireland 3 NI  # 560 

In  chapter  42  of  "The  Life  and  Adventures  of  George  Augustus  Sala"  in  an 
account  of  a visit  to  Italy  about  1864  comes  this  paragraph  about  Papal 
Money.  I do  not  know  why  he  included  it  as  in  all  his  other  travels  there 
is  neither  interest  in  nor  mention  of  money,  except  to  moan  continually 
about  the  impossibility  of  saving  from  an  income  of  £2000  a year  at  a 
time  when  the  normal  working  man  earned  about  a pound  a week. 

"...The  Papal  money  consisted  of  paper  currency,  which  was  generally  at 
a discount  and  of  silver  and  copper  coins  of  about  equal  value  with  the 
franc  and  the  fifty  centime  pieces  current  in  France  and  Belgium.  These 
had  superseded  the  old  PAOLI  and  BAJOCCHI ; the  older  SCUDI , or  crowns, 
and  DU CAT I , which  were  gold  coins,  I never  saw.  Years,  too,  have  passed 

•since  the  Papal  silver  has  been  current  in  Italy;  yet  so  recently  as 

July,  1894,  I found  francs  and  half  francs,  bearing  the  profile  of  Pio 
Nono,  current  in  Brussels.  They  were  shortly  afterwards  withdrawn  by 
Ministerial  decree  from  circulation  in  Belgium." 


************************************************************************* 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Charles  A.  Robbins,  P.  0.  Box  4305,  Meridian,  MS  39304:  I would  apprec- 
iate any  information  about  Spanish  pattern  coins  of  1857,  especially 
one  real  and  20  reales  coins. 

David  B.  Fiero,  Mai erhoferstr . 3,  8400  Regensburg,  West  Germany:  I 

would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone  who  possesses  information  on  the 
history  and/or  coinage  of  the  Alamos  mint  in  Sonora,  Mexico.  Photos 
of  scarcer  or  unusual  items  also  needed;  postage,  etc.  will  be  reim- 
bursed and  credit  given.  Will  trade  Balance  Scale  Mexican  coins  for 
virtually  all  Alamos  coins,  also  have  Ch.  Gem  BU  German  1 mark  (1914- 
15  all  mints)  to  trade  for  same.  Also  looking  for  information  on 
coins,  proclamations  of  Cartagena,  Colombia. 

Steven  Ferguson,  649  Court  Avenue,  Weston,  W.  Va.  26452:  WANTED  to 

purchase  - Les  Mcnnaises  Tunisienne  depus  1859 , by  H.  Schweiket;  Le 
Papier  Monnaie  Du  Maroc,  by  M.  Muszynski  and  H.  Schweiket;  and  Catalog 
of  Moneys,  Trials  and  Pieforts  of  Morocco,  by  M.  Muszynski. 

Col.  James  W.  Young,  4013  Piedmont  Dr.,  Huntsville,  Ala.  35802:  Seeking 

information  on  1942  Japanese  medal  awarded  by  Lt.  Gen.  Masaharu 
Homma , Comdr.  14th  Army,  after  surrender  of  Bataan  and  Corregidor. 

Medals  struck  from  small  Philippine  pesos  in  Manila,  showing  Japanese 
soldier  on  one  side  with  palm  trees  on  reverse.  (Ed.  note:  See  NIB 

August  1977,  pp249-253.) 

Tom  Schoeck,  P.  0.  Box  13204,  Portland,  OR  97213:  I am  an  experienced 

and  active  trader  with  an  extensive  list  of  better  world  coins  (as 
well  as  the  "affordable"  kind)  available  for  trade  for  coins  I collect 
in  the  following  categories:  British  Empire  coins  and  early  tokens 

by  type;  Fiji  and  New  Zealand  by  date;  Japan  and  Mexico  by  type.  No 
junk  on  my  list.  Plenty  of  silver  and  one-year  types.  I trade  at 
even  KM  value,  and  would  appreciate  hearing  from  any  NI  members  who 
wish  to  receive  my  list  and  develop  a good  swap.  Please  send  your 
own  trade  list  if  you've  got  one.  All  letters  will  be  answered. 

John  L.  Pi eratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216 : Need  in- 

formation on  Indo  China  zinc  24mm  no  date  sq.  around  hole  same  as 
sapeque  and  1/4  C.  Has  R.F.  same  as  1/2  Cent.  Rev.  Chinese  characters 
same  as  on  one  cent  1885  to  1939. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  sufficient 
for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribution 
Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  USA 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Y1 , 2,  3 

1953  Aluminum  Vietnam  10  Su,  20Su,  50Xu  with  three  ladies  on  obverse. 
Anyone  know  who  posed  for  these  coins?  Pick  No.  14  Vietnam,  15  Cambod- 
ia, 16  Laos  with  three  ladies  obverse.  Anyone  know  who  posed  for  these 
notes?  Are  they  the  same  girls  on  Vietnam  1953  10  Su,  20  Su,  50  Xu 
aluminum  coins? 

RULES  FOR  MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE:  No  "For  Sale"  items  accepted.  All  re- 

sponses requiring  a reply  must  be  answered.  Priority  given  research 
type  notices.  (During  1984,  only  one  month  saw  the  page  totally  used.) 
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